LANGUAGE BARRIER ESSAY
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The language barrier is perhaps one of the most discussed topics when it comes to integration
in a new country and or reaching an intercultural environment. This essay on the language
barrier is a personal experience story of Artur - a Latvian guy who has stepped out of his
comfort zone and now living in Greece. Usually found walking trough the city with headphones
on or having fun with friends. He is open minded, full of sarcasm, always ready for an
adventure, and this is his story:

First time | experienced a language barrier was at age of 5 when my great-grandmother was
trying to communicate with me in Polish. | still have no idea what she wanted and she has
taken this secret with her into the afterlife but | do remember the confusion it caused me.
What am | to do when someone is trying to reach out to me but | don’t understand? At the
time it wasn’t something that would really budge me since | had more important matters to
attend to, like teasing my little brother and furtively eating green peas in our neighbor’s
garden.

During my teenage years, | got more interested in this topic and | read about the exploits of
the greatest explorers (Cristopher Columbus, James Cook, Ferdinand Magellan to mention
some) and how they interacted with people from different nationalities and cultures.
Although nowadays if you tried to give somebody you’ve never met before a necklace made
of glass beads, they are more inclined to think that you are trying to scam money out of them
and your generous present might get rejected, a couple of other methods they used like smile
and open body language still works just fine.

It wasn’t until the age of 21 that | finally got to experience a real life situation with language
barrier. We had just arrived in Bulgaria, taken across half the country in the middle of the night
in a taxi, and now trying to check in to a hotel in which the receptionist doesn’t speak Latvian
nor English or Russian. The problem was that one of us had left his passport in the taxi, so the
receptionist was refusing to check him into the hotel with his driver’s license (or so we thought
at the moment). While we were desperately trying to convince the poor lady in three different
languages to let him stay, she wouldn’t say a word and slowly shook her head (already
checking him into the hotel). Meanwhile, the taxi driver had found the passport and returned
it to the hotel. To our surprise, he explained to us that in Bulgaria shaking the head means
“yes” while nodding is “no” which has the opposite meaning in Latvia. Needless to say, we
apologized to the receptionist, and we had a splendid stay in Bulgaria. After | had the taste of
a foreign country, culture, and lifestyle, | wanted more of it, so | kept on traveling and living
abroad. Right now I'm living in Greece for a couple of years and | must say that not knowing
the Greek language hasn’t been an issue for me. Greece is a very touristic country and more
people do than not speak English or Russian or another foreign language. | know how to say
greeting phrases and the magic words of “please” and “thank you” plus how to explain that |
speak and understand just a little in Greek, but | always engage with a smile and an apology
for the lack of language knowledge, and it has never been wrong. It was amazing when | went



to the post office and said the aforementioned things, but the postwoman wouldn’t speak
English, so she just stood up and loudly asked in the office if any of her colleagues or customers
spoke English and would be willing to translate for us, and immediately we found a translator.
| just love it when | walk into a random coffee shop and see a morose barista behind the
counter, | smile, greet her and make my coffee order in Greek and her face blossoms up in a
genuine smile, not that “l smile because I’'m supposed to”. Surely, not every interaction is a
rose garden, but reaching out in a positive and not demanding manner is something that | can
always do and affect myself, and so far | have found it to be the best practice.
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To YAwOOLKO eumodLo elval iowg éva amo ta 1o oAvoulntnuéva Bépata dtav mPOKeLTaL yLo
TNV EVOWHATWON O MW VEQ XWPA 1 Yyl TNV TIPOCEYYLON €VOG OSLATOALTIOULKOU
nieptBaArlovtoc. Autd To Sokiplo ylo To YAWGOOLKO eumodlo eivol pla MPOoWTK Lotopia
gumneLpiag Tou Artur - evog Astovou mou Byrke amo tn {wvn Avecor Tou Kol Twpa (el oTnv
EAAGSa. ZuvnBwc Tov BploKOUUE va TIEPTIATAEL OTNV TTOAN E AKOUOTIKA N va StaokeSAleL pe
didoug. Elval avolytopualog, YEUATOC COPKAOUO, TTAVTO ETOLUOG VLA L0 TIEPUTETELA, KOl OLUTH
gival n wotopla tou:

H mpwtn dopd nou Biwoa éva yAwoolkod eumodilo ntav o nAkia 5 etwy, otav n mpoylayld
Hou mpoomaBoUoe va EMKOWWVNOEL Pall HOU oTa TIOAWVLKA. AKOpo ev £xw O€a TL ROeAe
KOl EXEL TLAPEL AUTO TO HUOTIKO pall Tng otn petd Bavatov {wr, aAda Bupdapol tn olyxuon
TIOU HOU TIPOKAAECE. TLTPEMEL VAL KAVW OTAV KATIOLOG tpooTtabel va e mpooeyyioel al\a Sev
katalaPaivw; Ekelvn tnv emoxn dev ATav KATL TOU Ba Le CUYKLVOUOE TPAYHOTIKA, adoU eiya
TIO ONUOVTLKA TIPAYHOTA Vo a.oX0ANOBw, OMWE To va MElpAlw ToV UKPO Hou adeAdo Kot va
TPWW KPUHA MpAcIva UI{EALO OTOV KNTIO TOU Yeitova pacg.

Katd tnv ebnPeia pou, 1o BEpa dpxlos va pe evdladépel meploootepo Kal Stafaoca yla ta
KoTopOwpata TwV HeyaAlTepwy eEepeuvnTwy (va avadEpw HEPLKOUC OMwG 0 XpLotddopog
KoAoupog, o T¢éwug Kouk, o Oepdivavdog Mayyehdvog) Kal ylo To mwg aAAnAenidpacayv Ue
oavOpwrioug SladopeTikwyY EOVIKOTATWY KAl TIOATIOQWY. AV KOl OTIG HEPEC HOC Qv
TPOOTIAONOETE VA SWOETE O€ KATIOLOV TIOU SEV EXETE EAVACUVOVTIOEL VA KOALE QO YUAALVEG
XAvtpeg, elval mio mbavo va okedtel OTL poomabeite va TOU ONMOCTIACETE XPHUATA KOL TO
yewalodwpo Swpo oag unopei va anoppldBei, peplkeg GAAEC LEBOSOL TTOU XpnoLLonolouoav
OTWG TO XOUOYEAO KOl N avolyTh YAWooo Tou cwpatog e€akoAouBouv va Aeltoupyouv pia
Xopa.

Moévo otnv nAkkia twv 21 etwv £€Inoo TEAKA plot TPAYUATLIKA KATAotoon HE YAWGOGOLKO
guntddio. Eixape poAc dtaost otn Boudyapla, Staoxicape tn pon xwpa péca otn vOXTo UE
tafl kal twpa mpoonabovoape va kavoupe check in oe éva &evoboxelo oto omoio n
peoePloviot Sev UIAGEL OUTE AETOVIKA OUTE ayyAlKd oUTE pWOLKA. To MPOBANUa Atay OtL 0
£VaG amno eUag ixe adnoel to Slafatniplo tou oto Tatl, onote n pecsPloviot apvidtav va
kavel check in oto £evodoxeio pe to SimAwpa odrynong (1 £tot voullape ekeivn Tn oTLyun).
Evw mpoomaBoloope ameyVWOPEVO VO TIEICOUME TNV KONUEVN TNV Kupila Og TPELG
SL0POPETIKEG YAWOOEG Vo TOV adr|OOUE va HELVEL, ekelvn dev éAeye AEEN Kal KoLvaye apyd
To KedAAL TNG (€ixe kKAvVEL NON OUwWG To check in oto £evodoyxeio). Ev Tw petaly, o tafitlng eixe
BpeLto Stafatnplo katto enéotpePe oto Eevodoyeio. Mpog EkMANEN pag, pag e€nynoe OtL oth
BouAyapia To koUvnua tou kedaAlol onualvel "val", evw to veupa eival "oxl", To omoio £xel
v avtiBetn onuaocia otn Actovia. Meplttdo va mMoUpe OTL {NTACAUE CUYYVWHUN o TN
peoePlovioT Kal elyope pla unmtépoyxn Stapovr otn BouAyapia. Adou mrpa tn yevon UG



£évng xwpag, pag EEvne kouAtolpag Kat evog Eévou tpomou {wng, NBeha meplocdTepa amod
QUTA, omote cuvexLoa va Tafldelw Kat va {w oto e€wteptkd. Auth Tn otiyun {w otnv EAAada
yla 800 Xpovia Kal TPEMEL va Tw OTL N KN YVWwon TnG eAANVIKNG YAwooag eV amoTtéAeoe
MPOBANUa yLa péva. H EAAGSa elval pia TIoAU TOUPLOTLK XWPA KoL OL TTEPLOCOTEPOL AvOBpwIoL
MIAAVE ayyALKA ) pWOLKA 1 KATtoLol AN £€vn YAWOOA. ZEpW TTWG VA AEw GPACELS XALPETLOMOU
KOLL TG HOYLKEG AE€eLg "Tapakalw" Kol "euxaplotw" KaBwg Kal mwe va Enynow OTL LAGW Kot
katoAofaivw elayxota ota eAAnVIKA, aAAd mavta SeopeVopOL HE Eval XOUOYEAO KO HLOL
ouyyvwun yia tThv €éAewdn yvwong tng yAwooag, kol moteé dev €xel yivel AdaBog. Hrtav
KOTATANKTLKO OTav tHya oto taxudpopeio kal eina ta mpoavadepBevta, aAAd n ToxuSpoO oG
Sev pilovoe ayyALlka, onmoTe amAd onKwONKE KoL pwtnoe Suvatd oto ypadeio av KAmoLog and
ToUG cuUVaSEAPOUC 1 TOUG TMEAATEG TNG MIAAEL ayyAka Kol Ba Atav mpoBupog va pog
petadpaoel, Kol apéows PBpebnke petadpactic. Mou apéoel MoAD OtV UMaivw ot pla
Tuxaia kadetépla Kal BAENMw pla okuBpwmn barista miow amoé tov mayko, XOUoyeEAAwW, TNV
XOLPETAW KAl KAVW TNV TtapayyeAia pou yla kadé ota eAANVIKA Kal To TipOowo the avBilel
UE €va yVvNOlO XaUOYeEAO, OXL aUTO To "yapoyeAdw yloti £tol mpemel". Iiyoupa, n kaOe
aMnAenidpaon Sev elval podoknmog, aAAA TO va TTPOCEYyiow HE BETIKO Kal OXL OIMALTNTIKO
TPOTO £lval KATL TTOU UMOPW TIAVTA VA KAVW KOL VO EMNPEACW TOV E0UTO LOU Kal HEXPL
OTLYUNAG TO £XW BPEL WC TNV KOAUTEPN TIPAKTIKI).



