Conflicts between asylum seekers in Greece
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to these conflicts between asylum seekers in order to better understand their situation and their problems. Moreover, this is important because these tensions can give a bad image of immigration. These conflicts between asylum seekers can be minor but they can also have dramatic consequences. This was indeed the case, last July when an asylum seeker of African origin was stabbed to death by an Afghan asylum seeker in the Moria camp on the Greek island of Lesbos. In order to better understand the causes of these conflicts and find possible solutions, I interviewed a asylum seeker from Syria and the president of Youth center of Epirus, Tomas Tsikos.
Conflicts between asylum seekers can happen for several reasons.  On one hand, these tensions arise because of geopolitical conflicts. Asylum seekers stay with members of their religious, ethnic, or national communities. This results in conflicts between the different groups. This is the case for the Yezidis - the Kurdish-speaking minority in Syria and Iraq is neither Arab nor Muslim. In recent years it has suffered enormously from persecution by the Islamic State and many members of this community have decided to flee to Europe. Nevertheless, most of these asylum seekers have been placed in camps in Greece and are often still victims of persecution. Tomas, the president of Youth center of Epirus, explains that when he was working with MSF in Katsikas camp, the Yezidis were threatened by other asylum seekers of different nationalities because of their religious belonging. The administration of the camp then had to look for another place to house them.
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Chios in Greece, she and her family had to live with asylum seekers from various countries such as Iraq and Afghanistan. She stresses that there were no tensions between them. On the contrary, the asylum seekers showed solidarity with each other.
Furthermore, conflicts that appear to be inter-community conflicts are in reality much more related to the way of life of each group. Asylum seekers may enter conflicts not because the other asylum seekers are part of a particular community but because that person has a different way of life. This way of life is often linked to community membership, but the tensions that may result from different lifestyles are not directly related to the communities these people belong to. The experience of the Syrian asylum seeker in Ioannina is very instructive. She lives with other families with different origins and religions. Thus, tensions can arise between these families because of their different habits. For example, she points out that Christian families listen to Christian music. However, Muslim families do not want to listen to this type of music, which can cause tensions. The conception of relationships between men and women may also differ. For example, the Syrian asylum seeker indicates that Muslim families, unlike Christian families, could be embarrassed by the gender mix and by the presence of stranger men in the dwelling. Nevertheless, since these conflicts are not directly related to the community belonging of the asylum seekers, these tensions can be overcome. She notes that despite these tensions, there was "a lot of love" between these families. Christian and Muslim families mostly stayed together. They cooked and ate together, for example.
In reality, asylum seekers are much alike to Greeks than part of the population thinks. Indeed, conflicts between them are sometimes very similar to simple neighborhood conflicts. They are similar to the tensions that can exist between two Greek neighbors who disagree in their way of life, such as a neighbor making too much noise. Moreover, asylum seekers reason in the same way as most of the Greeks about the people they appreciate. The Syrian asylum seeker stressed that she did not feel close to another person because they belonged to the same community but because of their affinity. Moreover, Tomas points out that conflicts between asylum seekers are much more related to their personalities than to their nationality.

with the very poor living conditions of the asylum seekers, leads to increased insecurity in the camps. This insecurity is a source of violence and conflict among asylum seekers.
These tensions caused by social problems can also be observed in the house in Ioannina where the Syrian asylum seeker lives with her family. Her family shares a building with several families from Somalia, Nigeria, and Afghanistan. The Syrian woman notes that there are, sometimes, conflicts between the different families due to lack of space or lack of equipment. She exemplifies the lack of ovens for each family as a source of tension. These conflicts can also result, according to her, from the need to share space to dry clothes, for example.
Moreover, tensions among the asylum seekers result from their frustrations. Tomas stresses that because of the impossibility to work or go to school, asylum seekers get bored and that creates conflicts. He also points out that tensions between asylum seekers are caused by the sense of unfairness that can be felt by them due to the management of camps and accommodation facilities. For example, the administration of camps, due to lack of budget, cannot have sufficient number of translators speaking all the asylum seekers' languages. Some asylum seekers then feel neglected, which leads to increased tensions between them.

There are solutions to prevent tensions between asylum seekers. First of all, it is essential to improve their living conditions. They must be housed in decent accommodation and have easy access to the resources that fulfill the minimum needs such as food, access to health care, etc... They should not feel that they have to compete with other asylum seekers to get access to these resources. Besides, Tomas emphasizes a management of asylum seekers’ accomodations that avoids community regrouping - the administration of the accomodation facilities should avoid gathering asylum seekers of the same nationality in the same building. In addition, asylum seekers’ accomodation workers should implement activities common to all asylum seekers. He also advises to treat all of them equally and not to manage the accomodations by separating asylum seekers by communities. For example, when the accomodation administration wants to provide information, it should not address the various communities separately. Moreover, tensions between asylum seekers could be avoided by better anticipation of possible community conflicts between them. Thus, it would be necessary to train people who work with asylum seekers on these issues and to create more job positions for cultural mediators to defuse the underlying conflicts.
Over the last ten years, Europe, and mainly Greece, has been experiencing a large influx of asylum seekers. This « migrant crisis » is a source of tension. Moreover, when people talk about conflict and immigration, it is commonly accepted to talk about the existing tensions between the local populations and asylum seekers. However, there are also conflicts between asylum seekers. This issue is not commonly addressed in public discussions, but it is important to understand the reasons that lead to
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Nevertheless, these community tensions can be put into perspective. Indeed, as the Syrian women living in Ioannina points out, asylum seekers are all in a similar situation. They flee war and misery to find a better life in Europe for themselves and their families. She recalls that when she crossed the Mediterranean Sea, all migrants, whatever their nationality or religion, helped each other. She also emphasizes that all asylum seekers are in the end just human. Moreover, this woman recalls that when her family lived at a camp on the island of Chios
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On the other hand, tensions between asylum seekers can be explained by social problems. Indeed, overcrowding in asylum seekers’ camps often causes tensions between them. This overpopulation leads to a form of competition between asylum seekers for access to certain resources such as food or simply a place to sleep. In addition, asylum seekers due to the overcrowding in the camp, cannot have access to quality medical care. This overpopulation, combined with the very poor
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